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Senator Fedor hails bill creating veterans cabinet position 

COLUMBUS – State Senator Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) applauds today’s passage of Senate Bill 289, a bill establishing a Department of Veterans Services and a Director of Veterans Services as a Cabinet-level position in Governor Strickland’s administration. 
As there are almost 1 million veterans in the state of Ohio, Senate Bill 289 will increase veteran outreach so that Ohio’s veterans get the support that they deserve.  With this new position Ohio’s veterans will have greater access to their promised benefits.  This new position will streamline services such as medical treatment, education and employment.
 “Ohio, just days before Memorial Day, has at last established a Cabinet-level position to unify and streamline our veterans’ services,” Fedor said.  “With this new executive agency we will provide more effective services to those who have served and protected this country.  I am proud that Ohio’s veterans’ services will be united under one agency to better the lives of those who have served our country.”

Senate Bill 289 also establishes state laws to enforce USERRA, the Federal “Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994.  USERRA ensures that Military Reservists still have their jobs when they return home from combat.  While it often takes several years to resolve USERRA cases in federal court, this legislation will allow returning reservists to take USERRA cases to state courts where they will be resolved in a matter of months rather than years.  

Senator Fedor served six and a half years in the Air Force and Ohio Air National Guard.  
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