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Fedor Carries Lucas County Flag
Honors Women’s Suffrage at Statehouse

COLUMBUS – Today Senator Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) represented the women of Lucas County at the dedication of the Statehouse Ladies’ Gallery and the reenactment of a 1914 women’s suffrage rally.  

“I was honored to carry the Lucas County flag during today’s suffrage rally reenactment and commemorative photo.  It is a privilege to represent the women of Ohio, including one of Ohio’s first female legislators, Lucas County’s Lulu Thomas Gleason,” Fedor said.  “Today’s Ladies’ Gallery dedication is a fine tribute to women’s suffrage and women who have been members of the Ohio General Assembly.”

Lulu Thomas Gleason was among the first wave of female legislators elected to The General Assembly.  Along with Ms. Gleason, the following legislators were recognized in the Ladies’ Gallery as the first female elected officials to serve in the Ohio General Assembly, each beginning their terms following the 1922 election: Nettie McKenzie Clapp of Cuyahoga County, Adelaide Sterling Ott of Mahoning County, and May Martin Van Wye of Hamilton County, Nettie Bromley Loughead of Hamilton County, and Maude Comstock Waitt of Cuyahoga County.  
“While Ms. Gleason served only one term, her election was groundbreaking.  She paved the way for today’s women legislators to play crucial roles at The Statehouse and advocated for women’s rights,” Fedor said.  “Lulu Gleason’s inclusion in the Ladies’ Gallery is a testament to her work and the women of Lucas County.”

Prior to her election, Lulu Gleason was the Lucas County Director of the Women’s Christian Temperance Movement.  In her work she led local and statewide efforts to raise awareness about the importance of prohibition, encouraged legislation establishing a minimum wage for women, and requested appropriations for housing for homeless young women.  Notably, Ms. Gleason’s campaign staff was composed entirely of women and had the backing of the Women’s Christian Temperance Movement.  
Photo Caption – Senator Fedor with friends and the Lucas County flag in front of The Statehouse in Columbus, immediately following the commemorative photo (from left to right) – Cindy Niggemyer, Toledo resident; Senator Fedor; Linda Furney, former Senator from Toledo; Sonia Jani, Toledo resident.
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