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PLANNED PARENTHOOD HAILS INTRODUCTION OF OHIO PREVENTION FIRST ACT
COLUMBUS, OHIO – In an afternoon press conference, State Sen. Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) and State Rep. Tyrone Yates (D-Cincinnati) announced the introduction of the Ohio Prevention First Act.
The Ohio Prevention First Act seeks to prevent unintended pregnancies by offering comprehensive, abstinence-inclusive sex education for teens; increasing access to birth control, including emergency contraception for rape survivors; and creating a state Teen Pregnancy Prevention Task Force.  The bill would also require the Ohio Department of Health to post accurate information about emergency contraception on its website and require insurance companies to cover contraceptives.
“Creating effective policies for family health in Ohio is the responsible thing to do,” said Gary Dougherty, State Legislative Director for Planned Parenthood Affiliates of Ohio (PPAO).  “Medically accurate information will increase the knowledge that young people need in order to make responsible decisions about their sexual health and to avoid unintended pregnancy and the spread of sexually transmitted infections.”
The Guttmacher Institute reports that, in Ohio, 17% of pregnancies each year result in abortion.
  “Publicly-supported family planning services – including comprehensive sexuality education programs that promote abstinence as well as effective contraceptive use – have the potential to reduce this rate,” said Dougherty, “because contraceptive use is key in preventing unintended pregnancy.”  
Today’s introduction marks the third legislative session in which the Ohio Prevention First Act has been introduced.  “Planned Parenthood acknowledges Sen. Fedor and Rep. Yates as true champions for consistently advocating for the prevention of unplanned pregnancies,” Dougherty said.  “Their tireless efforts, increased political support, and the support of a broad coalition of organizations throughout Ohio will ensure that the prevention message will be heard.”
Dougherty concluded by saying “Research shows that prevention is widely supported by Ohioans regardless of political party.  We believe the state of Ohio can – and should – be doing more to reduce the rate of abortions by making preventive reproductive health care and education a priority.  The Ohio Prevention First Act represents a common ground approach to achieving this.”
--30--
Planned Parenthood Affiliates of Ohio (PPAO) is the public policy arm of the three Planned Parenthood affiliates in the state.  PPAO is a non-profit organization committed to improving women’s health care; promoting medically accurate, age-appropriate sexuality education; and preventing unintended pregnancy.  Collectively, Planned Parenthood affiliates in Ohio operate 37 health centers and provide high quality medical services to over 120,000 patients annually, the majority of whom are low-income and uninsured.
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