PRESS RELEASE
 
[image: image1.png]


 
From State Senator Teresa Fedor
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Niel M. Jurist
December 10, 2008                                                                                          614.466.5899
 Senate Democrats Blast “Twilight” Voting Bill

Republicans Rush to Pass SB 380 in Lame Duck Session

Today, in a 19-11 vote, Republicans voted to pass Senate Bill 380, the Ohio Elections bill.  Unanimously, Senate Democrats opposed the bill.  In their opposition, Democrats gave compelling arguments stating that the bill was ill-timed, inconsistent and partisan.

 “By all accounts this was the best election we had in many years… I believe Ohio, Ohioans deserve a careful, comprehensive and deliberative discussion on this issue,” said Senator Tom Roberts (D- Dayton).    “We have seen the cost to local board of elections to the tune of almost 20 million dollars over the last couple of years where we have mandated them to do things when we have not sent the money.  We have also seen the confusion in our haste to do things without thinking things through.”

Senator Teresa Fedor introduced an amendment to the bill on the floor which would create a bi-partisan and comprehensive review process.  The amendment was tabled by Senate Republicans in a 19-11 vote.  

Fedor joined Roberts in opposition of the bill in stating, “Substitute Senate Bill 380 is frankly an ill-timed bill and it is so crucially important that we move forward in a comprehensive, deliberative, bi-partisan process.  This bill would simply make it harder for Ohioans to cast their vote.”

In a written testimony issued by the Secretary of State and read by Fedor, Brunner stated that, “SB 380 would make significant changes to how absentee ballot identification envelopes are handled.  These changes will lead to a significant increase in the number of absentee ballot requests and absentee ballots cast that are rejected for purely technical reasons. Furthermore, these changes will not enhance efforts to prevent voter fraud.” 

Senator John Boccieri (D-Alliance) attacked the hasty passage of the bill, saying that Republicans were passing Senate Bill 380 “in the twilight” of the waning days of the 127th General Assembly.

-more-

The bill, Boccieri argued, reflected badly on Ohio at a time when Americans were fighting to protect the right to vote of others overseas.

 “My unit, while we were flying oversees took ballots into Baghdad and all the Iraqi’s had to do was to dip their finger in ink to determine their veracity.  But I think if that application were applied her today we would be arguing over the size of the ink bottle, the color of the ink or whether they used the right finger to dip in it, said Senator Boccieri. “We should be talking about how election should be fair and the administration, but also in the ability to expedite the process of those counting votes and making sure the election is fair.”

Elections Law expert, Daniel P. Tokaji weighed in on the decision,” By closing the window for registration and early voting  the Ohio legislature will make it harder for eligible citizens to vote while doing nothing to help eliminate possible fraud.”  Tokaji further stated, “This isn’t true election reform but a perversion of election reform.  There is no good reason for making it more difficult to vote.  The only plausible explanation for this bill is that it is a last ditch attempt by a lame-duck legislation to gain partisan advantage.”

The bill now goes to the House of Representatives for additional consideration.
For additional information, visit:
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